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IUCN SSC Iguana Specialist Group Annual Meeting 
Hotel Camino Real Tikal, Petén, Guatemala 

5–10 November 2023 
 

5 November 2023 
 
Arrive Flores, Guatemala airport (FRS). Pickup via Mundo Maya, arranged by Hotel Camino Real. 
 

8:00–10:30 pm Icebreaker at Hotel Camino Real 
 Appetizers and one drink included. Cash bar available. 
 
 

6 November 2023 
 

8:00 am BUFFET BREAKFAST with SOCIAL MIXER 
 
9:30 am Welcome and introductions 
 Meeting Host: Daniel Ariano 
 ISG Co-Chairs: Chuck Knapp and Stesha Pasachnik 
 
9:40 am An Introduction to the Ecology and Biodiversity of Guatemala 

Ariano-Sánchez, Daniel* 
 
10:00 am Iguana Conservation Efforts in Guatemala: A Decade Later 

Ariano-Sánchez, Daniel*, Johana Gil-Escobedo*, Gilberto Salazar-Asencio, Franklin 
López, and Erick López 

 
10:20 am Update on the Distribution of Ctenosaura palearis and its Predator, Heloderma 

charlesbogerti, with Analysis of Potential Changes in Response to Different Climate 
Change Scenarios 

 Birk, Paulina*, Daniel Ariano-Sanchez, Johana Gil-Escobedo, and Diego Incer-Nuñez 
 
10:40 am Differences Between Semi-Urban and Wild Habitats in Home Ranges, Activity 

Patterns, and the Potential Impacts of Global Warming on the Metabolic Expenditure 
of Ctenosaura palearis 
Castillo-Obregón, Francisco*, Johana Gil-Escobedo, Gilberto Salazar-Asencio, Franklin 
López, and Daniel Ariano-Sanchez 

 
11:00 am Coffee Break 
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11:20 am Updates on the Útila Spiny-tailed Iguana Action Plan and Conservation Outreach 

Maryon, Daisy and Nicholle Gomez 

 
11:40 am  Population Status of the Spiny-tailed Black Iguana (Ctenosaura bakeri) in Útila,  

Bay Islands, Honduras in 2023 

Narvaez, Suita* and Rosalia Argueta* 

 
12:00 pm  Spring Space Use of Adult Female Útila Spiny-tailed Iguanas, Ctenosaura bakeri 

Harding, Court*, Maria Celeste Molina Zavala, and Josiah Townsend 
 
12:20 pm BUFFET LUNCH 
 
2:00 pm Conservation of the Jamaican Rock Iguana, Cyclura collei 

Pasachnik, Stesha*and David Reid 
 
2:20 pm Jamaican Iguana (Cyclura collei) Health Assessment Update on Headstarted Iguanas  

at the Hope Zoo 
Rainwater, Kimberly*, Szarianne Khan, Catherine McClave, Emily Freeman, Joseph 
Brown, Tandora Grant, and Stesha Pasachnik 

 
2:40 pm Letting the Cat Into the Bag: Responses of Feral Cats to Trapping Efforts and 

Management Implications in a Blue Iguana Reserve 
O’Hehir, Sophie*, Bernardo Mesa, Luke Harding, Christine Proctor, Fred Burton, Markus 
Mueller, and Stuart Townley 

 
3:00 pm Remote Monitoring of Sister Islands Rock Iguanas on Cayman Brac: A Pilot Project 

Funded by Darwin Plus Local 
Colosimo, Giuliano*, Jane Haakonsson, Gregory Lewbart, Gabriele Gentile, Pierpaolo 
Loreti, Massimiliano De Luca, Lorenzo Bracciale, and Glenn Gerber 

 
3:20 pm Coffee Break 
 
3:40 pm Genetic Perspectives on Three Successful Conservation Translocations of the Turks and 

Caicos Rock Iguana (Cyclura carinata) 
Dykema, Zach*, Giuliano Colosimo, Mark Welch, and Glenn Gerber 

 
4:00 pm Nest-site Selection of Cyclura carinata Across a Gradient of Anthropogenic 

Disturbance 
Wehsener, Jimmy*, Mark Welch, and Glenn Gerber 

 
4:20 pm POSTER SESSION 
 

Unmasking the Menace: Invasive Raccoons (Procyon lotor) as an Emergent Threat to 
Biodiversity on Útila Island, Honduras — First Glimpse of Eradication Efforts' Impact 
Brown, Tom, Nicholle Amador Gomez*, and Daisy F. Maryon* (presented on TB’s behalf) 
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Trabajo Conjunto para la Conservación de la Iguana Swamper (Ctenosaura bakeri) en 
la Isla de Útila 
Delarca, Geyvy* 

 
The Effects of a High Sugar Diet on Immunity in the Common Green Iguana,  
Iguana iguana 
French, Susannah*, Kwanho Claudia Ki, Erin Lewis, Elizabeth Wu, Francis Oliaro, Lise 
Aubry, Charles Knapp, Karen Kapheim, and Dale DeNardo 
 
Population Status of the Spiny-tailed Black Iguana (Ctenosaura bakeri) in Útila,  
Bay Islands, Honduras in 2023 
Narvaez, Suita* and Rosalia Argueta* 
 
A Literature Review of Microbiome Diversity of Iguanas 
Zarza, Eugenia* 

 
6:00 pm BUFFET DINNER 
 

 
7 November 2023 

 
7:30 am BUFFET BREAKFAST 
 
9:00 am Daily agenda review, meeting logistics update 
 Chuck Knapp and Stesha Pasachnik 
 
9:10 am Impact of the Invasive Common Green Iguana (Iguana iguana) on the Agricultural 

Community in Puerto Rico 
De Jesús Villanueva, Christina*, Gabriela Massanet Prado, William Gould, and  
Jason Kolbe 

 
9:30 am Genetic Variation and Origin in the Common Green Iguana Population of South 

Florida: Does Admixture Facilitate Successful Invasions? 
Mitchell, Blaklie*, Mark Welch, Joe Wasilewski, Susannah French, and Sean Perry 
 

9:50 am  Response of the Chuckwalla Sauromalus varius to Harsh Temperature in the Hottest 
Month of the Year 
Reynoso, Victor Hugo*, Melissa Plasman, Aníbal H. Díaz de la Vega-Pérez, and Marshall 
D. McCue 

 
10:10 am “Seed Shielding”, a Newly Described Process That Prevents Seeds From Dying in 

Extreme Hot Conditions 
Reynoso, Victor Hugo* and Hugo Salinas 

 
10:30 am Coffee Break 
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10:50 am Safeguarding Iguana Diversity: Tracking Invasive Species’ Impacts With Terrestrial  
eDNA Innovations 
van Kuijk, Jeroen*, Matthijs van den Burg, Mark de Boer, Adolphe Debrot, and  
Kat Stewart 

 
11:10 am  Genomic Data Reveal Island Colonization Patterns for Endangered and Iconic 

Galápagos Iguanas 
Paradiso, Cecilia*, Paolo Gratton, Julia López-Delgado, Emiliano Trucchi, Giuliano 
Colosimo, Ian M. Carr, Mohd Firdaus Raih, Mohd Noor Mat Isa, Christian Sevilla, 
Marco Gargano, Lorenzo Garizio, Simon J. Goodman, Mark Welch, and Gabriele 
Gentile 

 
11:30 am First Evidence of Recruitment in Critically Endangered Galápagos Pink Land Iguanas 

(Conolophus marthae) 
Colosimo, Giuliano*, Lorenzo Garizio, Marco Gargano, Paolo Gratton, Glenn Gerber, 
Greg Lewbart, Christian Sevilla, and Gabriele Gentile 
 

11:50 am  Galápagos Iguanas: An Insight Into Diving Ability Evolution 
Rahim, Mohd Syafiq*, Giuliano Colosimo, Paolo Gratton, Alice Romeo, Julia López-
Delgado, Christian Sevilla; Mohd Firdaus-Raih, Mohd Noor Mat Isa, Simon J. Goodman, 
Mattia Falconi, and Gabriele Gentile 

 
12:10 pm BUFFET LUNCH 
 
1:30 pm  Iguanas Saved Me: Can Writing Help Save Them? 

Townsend, Wendy* 
 
1:50 pm International Iguana Foundation Overview 
 Chuck Knapp 
 
1:55 pm Introduction to the New International Iguana Foundation Executive Director 
  Holly Million (recorded video) 
 
2:00 pm Update on the ISG, IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, and Green Status of Species 

Tandora Grant* 
 
2:20 pm  Mentorship Program Discussion 
 Chuck Knapp and Stesha Pasachnik 
 
2:30 pm Discussion on Deputy Chair of the ISG 

Chuck Knapp, Stesha Pasachnik, Tandora Grant 
 
2:50 pm Discussion of next meeting location 
  Chuck Knapp, Stesha Pasachnik, Tandora Grant 
 
3:10 pm ISG Facebook Page 
  Jimmy Wehsener 
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3:30 pm Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion overview and breakout groups 
 
6:00 pm BUFFET DINNER 
 
 
 

8 November 2023 
 
7:00 am BUFFET BREAKFAST 
 
8:00 am Depart for field trip to Las Guacamayas Biological Station 

Meet at the front of the hotel 
Boxed lunch provided by the hotel, beer available at the station 
Return to the hotel by 6:30 pm 
 

7:00 pm BUFFET DINNER 
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IGUANA CONSERVATION WORKSHOP 

Hotel Camino Real Tikal, Petén, Guatemala 
9–10 November 2023 

(invitation only) 
 

9 November 2023 
 

8:30 am Registration 
 
9:00 am Inauguration and Opening Remarks 
 Melissa Ojeda, Consejo Nacional de Areas Protegidas 
 
9:10 am Welcome and Participant Introductions 
 Daniel Ariano, CEAB-UVG & Heloderma Natural Reserve 
 
9:20 am Introduction to the Ecology and Conservation of Iguanas in Guatemala 
 Daniel Ariano, CEAB-UVG & Heloderma Natural Reserve 
 
9:40 am Ecology and Conservation of Ctenosaura palearis 
 Johana Gil and Gilberto Salazar, Heloderma Natural Reserve 
 
10:00 am Coffee Break 
 
10:15 am Spatial Ecology of Ctenosaura palearis 
 Francisco Castillo, UVG 
 
10:35 am Climate Change Impacts on Ctenosaura palearis Distribution 
 Paulina Birk, UVG 
 
10:55 am Climate Change Impacts and Ecology of Cachryx cf. defensor 

Christian Chinchilla, UVG 
 

11:15 am Introduction to EAPC Methodology for Conservation Management 
Daniel Ariano, CEAB-UVG 
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11:30 am Workshop Session: Threat Identification and Prioritization for Ctenosaura palearis 
 
1:00 pm BUFFET LUNCH and PHOTO SESSION 

 
2:00 pm Workshop session: Threat Identification and Prioritization for Cachryx cf. defensor 
 
3:30 pm Coffee Break 

 
3:45 pm Workshop Session: Development of Threat Reduction Strategies for Ctenosaura 

palearis and Cachryx cf. defensor 
 

5:30 pm Closing Remarks for Day 1 
 
 

10 November 2023 
 
 

8:30 am Registration 
 
9:00 am Summary of Threats and Solutions Identified on Day 1 
 Daniel Ariano, CEAB-UVG & Heloderma Natural Reserve 
 
9:30 am Workshop Session: Development of Conservation Goal, Objectives, and Methods for 

Ctenosaura palearis 
 
11:00 am Coffee Break 
 
11:15 am Workshop Session: Development of Conservation Goal, Objectives, and Methods for 

Cachryx cf. defensor 
 
12:45 pm Summary of the Conservation Strategies Developed for Ctenosaura palearis and 

Cachryx cf. defensor 
 Daniel Ariano 
 
1:15 pm BUFFET LUNCH 

 
2:15 pm Workshop Session: Action Plan Development for Ctenosaura palearis and Cachryx cf. 

defensor, Including Assignment of Duties, Timeline, and Funding Needs 
 
3:34 pm Coffee Break 

 
4:00 pm Plenary Discussion on Action Plans Developed 
 
4:30–4:45 pm Closing Remarks and Closing of the Workshop 


